Prevalence and pattern of antinuclear autoantibodies in 347 patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
The presence of antinuclear autoantibodies (ANA) was investigated in a large cohort of patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) in order to assess their frequency, specificity and prognostic relevance. ANA were analysed in 347 patients with different histological subgroups of NHL and in 213 controls using an indirect immunofluorescence technique on HEp2 cells. As the appearance of autoantibodies may be found after treatment of NHL, samples were collected at the time of diagnosis of NHL before any therapy. Sixty-six (19%) NHL patients and 12 (5.6%) patients from the control group displayed ANA. The prevalence between the two groups was found to be significantly higher in NHL patients (P < 0.0001) with a marked increased prevalence in follicular and mantle cell lymphoma subgroups. Autoantibodies directed against mitotic proteins or mitotic-associated proteins were found in 6.9% of NHL patients versus 0.5% in the control group (P < 0.001), with a significantly increased incidence in follicular and mantle cell lymphoma subgroups (P < 0.0001). Some 28% of the patients with positive ANA displayed clinical symptoms that could correspond to classical autoimmune manifestations, this frequency appearing to be higher in the marginal zone/mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue lymphoma subgroup. These data demonstrate a significant incidence of ANA before any treatment in NHL occurrence, which seems to be higher in some histological subgroups with particular ANA, such as ANA directed against mitotic proteins or mitotic-associated proteins.